ORDINANCE NO. 21

AN ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE VILLAGE OF ALDEN, MINNESOTA.

The Common Council of the Village of Alden to ordain:

Section 1.  The fire department of the Village of Alden, Minnesota, shall consist of chief, and two assistant chiefs, to be ranked first assistant chief and second assistant chief and one company not of less than fifteen men or more than twenty-five men including officers, organized under the provisions of this ordinance and to be known as Hose Company No. One (1) of Alden.

Section 2.  The chief and first and second assistant chiefs shall be appointed by the common council of said Village of Alden, at their first stated or regular meeting in each year after each annual election under the charter for officers of said village of Alden, or as soon thereafter as may be, and shall hold their offices till the 1st Monday in April of the year next following such appointment and until their successors are appointed and qualified, unless removed by the common council.  Provided that the appointments to fill the above mentioned offices till the 1st Monday of April 1896, may be made by the common council at any time prior to the 1st Monday of April 1896.

Section 3.  The chief shall have full power and control over the fire department of said village at all times and places and at all fires, and shall take such steps and order such action as he deems advisable or necessary for the extinguishments of the fire, and by and with advice and consent of the President of the village, or by and with advice and consent of any two councilmen of said village, present at any fire, may order any building, pile of lumber, or other property pulled down or removed to prevent the spread of the fire, unless a majority of the members present and together at a fire shall order otherwise.  The chief shall once in three months or oftener, if required, examine the whole fire apparatus of the city, and if at any time he shall find any machine or other apparatus out of order, he shall report the same to the common council immediately.

Section 4.  It shall be the duty of the assistant chiefs at all fires to report themselves promptly to the chief, and be under his control and direction, and in the absence of the chief shall command in the order of their rank, and while so acting possess and have all the powers and authority conferred upon the chief by virtue hereof.

Section 5.  It shall be the duty of the fire warden to attend all fires and oversee the taking down, carrying out and removing all goods, merchandise and other property that it may become necessary to remove from buildings; and it shall be the duty of such fire warden to see that the provisions of ordinance No. 39 and 107 are duly enforced as herein provided.
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Section 6.  The hose company aforesaid may choose of their own number a foreman, secretary or clerk, and such other officers as they may deem necessary, in such manner and at such times as their by-laws may direct, which by-laws shall not conflict with the ordinances of the village, and be subject to the approval of the common council.  Said hose company shall not exceed twenty-five able-bodied men from eighteen to forty-five years of age, nor less in numbers than fifteen able-bodied men, between the ages aforesaid and no hose company shall be authorized or organized or formed except by resolution of the common council of the village, approving of the membership and by-laws of the company, and a list of their officers shall be filed with the village recorder prior to the passage of such resolution authorizing the formation of such hose company.  It shall be the duty of all firemen upon the breaking out of any fire, to proceed with their machine or other apparatus to the place of such fire and remain upon duty until discharged by the chief or person in command, and to keep their machines or machine or apparatus clean and in good order, and to work and try the same when ordered by the chief.

Section 7.  The chief, or assistants in command, and fire warden or any councilman or any village Marshall or Constable shall have full power to order away and keep away from the vicinity of the fire idle or suspected persons, and any and all disorderly or intoxicated persons, and to order and compel bystanders to aid in the extinguishments of fires and the preservation of property exposed to danger thereat.  And any person who shall refuse to arrest or aid in arresting any person so refusing, shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a fine of fifteen dollars, and be confined in the village lock-up or county jail of this county, till such fine is paid, not exceeding thirty days.

Section 8.  The common council may disband said hose company, prohibit their public meeting, require all fire apparatus to be given up to the city at any time by resolution of the common council.  And this ordinance shall be one of the by-laws of Hose Company No. One (1) of Alden.

Section 9.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its publication.

Passed December 20, 1895

Peter Hansen, Recorder




J. A. Hazle, President

