ORDINANCE NO. 118

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING:  THE USE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SEWERS AND DRAINS, PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL, THE INSTALLATION AND CONNECTING OF BUILDING SEWERS, THE DISCHARGE OF WATERS AND WASTES INTO THE PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM, THE LEVYING OF SEWER SERVICE CHARGES FOR SEWER SERVICE, AND PROVIDING FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF.

IN THE CITY OF ALDEN, COUNTY OF FREEBORN, STATE OF MINNESOTA

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALDEN, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS:

CHAPTER 1 - DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words, terms, and abbreviations shall have the meaning set out below:

1.  Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) - shall mean the quantity of oxygen, expressed in mg/l, utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures in five (5) days at 20 degrees C.

2.  Building Drain – shall mean that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system, which receives the discharge from soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside the walls of a building and conveys it to the building sewer beginning five (5) feet outside the building wall.

3.  Building Sewer – shall mean the extension from the building drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal (also called house connection).

4.  Capital Costs or Expenditures – All costs and expenses incurred in planning, designing, financing and constructing wastewater collection, conveyance, and treatment works.

5.  City – The City of Alden, Minnesota

6.  City Council – The City Council of Alden, Minnesota which shall have the power to do all things necessary to construct, operate, and maintain the wastewater facilities as permitted by State Law.

7.  Classes of Users – The division of wastewater treatment customers by waste characteristics, and process or discharge similarities.

Residential – shall include all dwelling units such as detached, semi-detached, and row houses, mobile houses, garden and standard apartments, permanent multi-family dwellings.  (Transient lodging, considered commercial in nature, is not included.)
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Commercial – shall include all users not classified as domestic, residential, or industrial and includes transient lodging, retail and wholesale establishments or places engaged in selling merchandise for personal, household or industrial consumption, and/or rendering services to others.


Industrial – shall include manufacturing activities involving the mechanical or chemical transformation of materials or substances into other products.  These activities occur in establishments usually described as plants, factories or mills and characteristically use power driven machines and material handling equipment.

8.  Combines Sewer – a sewer originally designated to receive both surface water runoff and sewage.

9.  Debt Retirement Costs – the combined principal and interest payments necessary to pay bonded indebtedness.

10.  Floatable Oil – oil, fat or grease in a physical state, such that it will separate by gravity from wastewater by treatment in a pretreatment facility approved by the City.

11.  Garbage – shall mean solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and from the commercial handling, storage and sale of produce.

12.  Industrial Wastes – the solid, liquid or gaseous wastes resulting from an industrial or manufacturing process, trade or business, or from the development, recovery or processing of natural resources.   

13.  Inspector – shall mean the person or persons duly authorized by the City, to inspect and approve the installation of building sewers and their connection to the public sewer system. 

14.  Municipal Sanitary Sewer System – pipe lines or conduits, pumping stations, forcemains, and all other devices and appliances appurtenant thereto, used for collecting or conducting sewage or other wastes from the City to a point of ultimate disposal.  The sewer system shall be common to the public and controlled by the City Council.  Storm, surface, and ground waters shall not be intentionally admitted to the sanitary sewer system.  

15.  Natural Outlet – shall mean any outlet, including storm sewers and combined sewer overflows, into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of surface or groundwater.

16.  Normal Domestic Sewage – as defined for the purposes of determining surcharge shall mean wastewater or sewage having an average daily suspended solids concentration of not more than 300 mg/l, and average daily BOD of not more that 250 mg/l.  
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17.  NPDES Permit – shall mean a permit issued under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System for discharge of wastewaters to the navigable waters of the United States pursuant to Section 402 of PL 92-500.



18.  Obsolesence – the deficiency of an element of a sewer system beyond repair or the capacity of a preventive maintenance program to such extent that a new process device or piece of equipment would be more cost effective.   

19.  Operation and Maintenance Costs (O & M Cost) – the expenses related to the costs of the operation, maintenance, replacement, and administration of the total treatment works or system.  

20.  Person – shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation or group discharging any wastewater to the Treatment System.

21.  Pretreatment – the treatment of sewage from privately-owned sources by the generator of the source prior to introduction of the waste effluent into the City treatment works or system.

22.  Properly Shredded Garbage – shall mean the wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food that has been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely under flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers with no particle greater than ½ inch in any dimension. 

23.  Private Sewer – shall mean a sewer, which is not owned by a public authority.

24.  Public Authority – shall mean any governmental agency having jurisdiction by law over construction and use of a wastewater collection or treatment facility.

25.  Public Sewer – shall mean a sewer which is owned and controlled by the public authority and will consist of the following increments:

Collector Sewer – shall mean a sewer whose primary purpose is to collect                  wastewaters from individual point source discharges.

Interceptor Sewer – shall mean a sewer whose primary purpose is to transport wastewater from collector sewers to a treatment facility.


Force Main – shall mean a pipe in which wastewater is carried under pressure.

Pumping Station – shall mean a station positioned in the public sewer service at which wastewater is pumped to a higher level.
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26.  Replacement Costs – expenditures for obtaining and installing pumps, motors and controls which are necessary during the useful life of the treatment works to maintain the capacity and performance for which such works were designed and constructed.  The term “operation and maintenance” includes replacement.

27.  Sanitary Sewer – shall mean a sewer which carries sanitary and industrial wastes, and to which storm, surface and groundwater are not intentionally admitted.

28.  Sewage or Wastewater – shall mean the combination of the liquid and water carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants and institutions (including polluted cooling water).

29.  Sewer Service Charges – charges levied on users for the cost of operation and maintenance (including replacement) of such works and debt retirement of bonded indebtedness.

30.  Shall – is mandatory; May – is permissive.

31.  Standard Methods – shall mean the laboratory procedures set forth in the latest edition at the time of analysis, of “Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater” prepared and published jointly by the American Public Health Association, the American Water Works Association and the Water Pollution Control Federation.

32.  Storm Sewer – a sewer which carries storm and surface water and drainage and unpolluted cooling or process water, but excludes sewage and other wastes.

33.  Superintendent – the authorized agent or representative of the City in charge of operating and maintaining the municipal waste treatment system.

34.  Suspended Solids – shall mean solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in water, sewage or other liquids and which are removable by laboratory filtering.

35.  Toxic Amount – shall mean concentrations of any pollutant or combination of pollutants, which upon exposure to or assimilation into any organism will cause adverse effects, such as cancer, genetic mutations, and physiological manifestations, as defined in standards issued pursuant to Section 307(a) of PL 92-500.

36.  Unpolluted Water – is water of quality equal to or better than the effluent criteria in effect, or water that would not cause violation of receiving water quality standards and would not be benefited by discharge to the sanitary sewers and wastewater treatment facilities provided.

37.  User – any person, firm, corporation, or other entity discharging sewage into the municipal sanitary sewer system.
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38.  Useful Life – estimated term of physical and/or functional productivity of elements of the waste treatment system.

39.  User Charge (Sewer Use Charge) – a charge levied on users of a treatment works for the user’s proportionate share of the cost of the operation and maintenance (including replacement) of such works.

40.  Wastewater Treatment System (Sewage Works) – the structures, equipment and related facilities required to collect, pump, treat, and dispose of sewage from the City.

41.  Watercourse – shall mean a natural or artificial channel for the passage of water either continuously or intermittently.

CHAPTER 2 – SEWER USE ORDINANCE

SECTION I - USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private property within the City or in any area under the jurisdiction of the City, any human or animal excrement, garbage or other objectionable waste.

B. It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the City or in any area under the jurisdiction of the City, any sewage or other polluted waters except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this ordinance and the NPDES permit.  

C. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of sewage.

D. The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may be in the future be located any public sanitary sewer of the City is hereby required at his expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, within six months after date of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer is within 100 feet of the property lines.
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SECTION II - PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL

A. Where a public sanitary sewer is not available under the provisions of Section I-D, the building sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system complying with all requirements of the State Board of Health and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.

B.  At such times as a public sewer becomes available to a property served by a sewage disposal system as provided in Section I-D, a direct connection shall be made to the public sewer in compliance with this ordinance, and any septic tanks, cesspools and similar sewage disposal facilities shall be abandoned.

C.  The owner shall operate and maintain the private sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary manner at all times, at no expense to the City.

D.  No statement contained in this article shall be construed to interfere with any additional requirements that may be imposed by the City.

SECTION III - BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS

A.  No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with, or opening into; use, alter; or disturb any public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first obtaining a written permit from the City or its authorized representative.  Before a permit may be issued for excavating for plumbing in any public street, way or alley, the person applying for such permit shall have executed unto the City and deposited with the City Clerk a corporate surety in the sum of $5,000.00 conditioned that he will perform faithfully all work with due care and skill, and in accordance with the laws, rules and regulations established under the authority or any ordinances of the City pertaining to plumbing.  This bond shall state that the person will indemnify and save harmless the City and the Owner of the premises against all damages, costs, expenses, outlays and claims of every nature and kind arising out of unskillfulness or negligence as prescribed in this ordinance.  Such bond shall remain in force and must be executed for a period of 3 years except that on such expiration it shall remain in force as to all penalties, claims and demands that may have accrued thereunder prior to such expiration.

B.  All disposal by any person into the sewer system is unlawful except those discharges in compliance with Federal Standards promulgated pursuant to the Federal Act and more stringent State and local standards.

C.  Permission to connect to the sewer system shall be applied for by the Owner or his agent at the time the building permit is applied for.  The application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other information considered pertinent in the judgment of the City.  Information describing the applicant’s wastewater constituents, characteristics, and type of activity shall be provided when requested by the City.  A sewer system inspection 
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fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) shall be paid to the City Clerk at the time the building permit application is submitted and permission to construct and connect a building sewer to the main sewer system is requested.

D.  A building sewer permit will only be issued and a sewer connection shall only be allowed if it can be demonstrated that the downstream sewerage facilities, including sewers, pump stations and wastewater treatment facilities, have sufficient reserve capacity to adequately and efficiently handle the additional anticipated waste load.

E.  All costs and expenses incident to the installation and connection of the building sewer shall be borne by the Owner.  The Owner shall indemnify the City from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.

F.  A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building, except that where one building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear building through an adjoining alley, court yard, or driveway, the building sewer from the front building may be extended to the rear building and the whole considered as one building sewer.  Other exceptions will be allowed only by special permission granted by the superintendent.

G.  Old building sewers or portions thereof may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are found, on examination and test by the City, to meet all requirements of this ordinance.

H.  The building sewer shall be constructed of materials meeting the specifications of the Minnesota Plumbing Code, current edition.  Building sewer pipe installed in filled or unstable ground shall be approved by the Inspector and be installed as required by the Inspector.

I.  Joints and connections shall be made gas tight and water tight.  Joints and connections used shall be suitable for the pipe installed and meet the specifications of the Minnesota Plumbing Code, current edition.

J.  The size and slope of the building sewers shall be subject to the approval of the said Inspector, but in no event shall the diameter be less than four (4) inches.  The slope of the building sewer shall not be less than one-eighth inch per foot.  A slope of one-fourth inch per foot shall be used wherever practical.

 K.  The depth of the building sewer shall be sufficient to afford protection from frost.  All excavations required for the installation of a building sewer shall be open trench 

work unless otherwise approved by the said Inspector.  Pipe laying and backfill shall 

be performed in accordance with ASTM specification designation C12, ASTM specification designation D2321, and any other standards, as applicable, for the pipe being installed.  No backfill shall be placed until the work has been inspected by the Inspector or his representative.
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L.  Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation below the basement floor.  In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted by approved artificial means and discharged to the building sewer.  No water operated sewage ejector shall be used.

M.  The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall be made at the “Y” branch designated for that property, if such branch is available at the suitable location.  Any connection not made at the designated “Y” branch in the main sewer shall be made only as directed by the said Inspector, utilizing an appropriate pipe saddle with sealing collar.

N.  The applicant for the building sewer shall notify the said Inspector when the building sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer.  The connection shall be made under the supervision of the said Inspector or his representative.

O.  No person(s) shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of surface run-off or groundwater to a building sewer or building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.

P.  All excavations for building sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard.  Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner satisfactory to the City.

SECTION IV - USE OF THE PUBLIC SEWERS

A.  No person shall discharge, or cause to be discharged, any storm water, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, sub-surface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer. 

B.  Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are specifically designated as storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by the City.  Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged on approval of the City, to a storm sewer or natural outlet. 

C.  No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described waters or wastes to any public sewers:


(a) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil or other flammable or explosive                

liquid, solid, or gas.

      (b) Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids, or gases                

in sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, to injure  

or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or             animals, create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage treatment plant.
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      (c) Any waters or wastes having a pH lower that 5.5 or having any other 

corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, 

equipment, and personnel of the sewage works.

      (d) Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing

obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper

operation of the sewage works such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders,

sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood,

underground garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and fleshings, 

entrails and paper dishes, cups, mild containers, etc. either whole or ground

by garbage grinders.

D.  No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following described substances, materials, waters, or wastes if it appears likely in the opinion of the City that such wastes can harm either the sewers, sewage treatment process, or equipment; have an adverse effect on the receiving stream; or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property, or constitute a nuisance.  In forming the opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes, the City will give consideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials of construction of the sewers, nature of the sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage treatment plant, and maximum limits established by regulatory agencies.

The substances prohibited are:

(a)
Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit (150 º) (65º C).

(b)
Any waters or wastes containing fats, wax, grease or oils, whether emulsified  

or not, in excess of one hundred (100) mg/l or containing substances which          

may solidify or become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two (32) and 

one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit (150º) (0 and 65ºC).

      (c)
Any garbage that has not been properly shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried freely in suspension under flows normally prevailing in the public sewers, with no particles greater than one-half inch in any dimension.

(d)
Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, iron pickling wastes, or concentrated plating solutions whether neutralized or not.




(e)
Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc, or similar 

objectionable or toxic substances; to such degree that any such material

received in the composite sewage at the sewage treatment works exceeds the limits established by the City for such materials.

(f)
Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste or odor producing 

substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits which may be

established by the City.
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(g)
Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may

exceed limits established by the City in compliance with applicable State or

Federal regulations.

(h)
Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5.

(i)
Materials which exert or cause:


(1) unusual concentrations of inert suspended solids (such as, but not limited


to, Fullers earth, lime slurries, and lime residues) or of dissolved solids


      (such as but not limited to, sodium chloride and sodium sulfate):

(2) excessive discoloration (such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and


      vegetable tanning solutions);


(3) unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand, or chlorine requirements in such

           quantities as to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment             



works;


(4)
unusual volume of flow or concentrations of wastes constituting “slugs”.

(j)
Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to 


treatment or reduction by the sewage treatment processes employed, or


are amenable to treatment only to such degree that the sewage treatment


plant effluent cannot meet the requirements of agencies having jurisdiction


over discharge to the receiving waters.

E.  If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated in Paragraph D of this section, and which in the judgment of the City may have a deleterious effect upon the sewage works, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to life or constitute a public nuisance, the City may take all or any of the following steps:

(a) reject the waters;

(b) require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public


sewers;

(c) require control over the quantities and rates of discharge; and/or;   

(d) require payment to cover the added costs of handling and treating the wastes


not covered by existing taxes or sewer charges,

If the City permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the design and installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review and approval of the City and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, ordinances, and laws.  No construction of such facilities shall be commenced until said approval is obtained in writing.  Where pretreatment facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his expense.
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F.  Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the City they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand or other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units.  All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the City and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  They shall be maintained by the Owner, at his expense, in continuously efficient operation at all times.  

G.  When required by the City, owner of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole together with such necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building sewer to facilitate observation, sampling, and measurement of the wastes.  Such manhole, when required, shall be accessible and safely located and shall be constructed in accordance with the plans approved by the City.  The manhole shall be installed by the owner at his expense and shall be maintained by him so as to be safe and accessible at all times.

H.  The owner of any property serviced by a building sewer carrying industrial wastes shall provide laboratory measurements, tests, and analyses of waters and wastes to illustrate compliance with this ordinance and any special conditions for discharge established by the City or regulatory agencies having jurisdiction over the discharge. The number, type and frequency of laboratory analyses to be performed by the owner shall be as stipulated by the City, but no less than once per year the industry must supply a complete analysis of the constituents of the wastewater discharge to assure that compliance with the Federal, State and local standards are being met.  The owner shall report the results of measurements and laboratory analyses to the City at such times and in such manner as prescribed by the City.  The Owner shall bear the expense of all measurements, analyses and reporting required by the City.  At such times as deemed necessary, the City reserves the right to take measurements and samples for analysis by an outside laboratory service.  The City or its representatives may enter upon any property for the purpose of taking samples, obtaining information, or conducting surveys or investigations as necessary.  Entry shall be made during normal working hours unless circumstances require otherwise.

I.
All measurements, tests, and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which reference is made in this ordinance shall be determined in accordance with 40CFR 136 (Guidelines for Establishing Test Procedures for Analysis of Pollutants) and/or the latest edition of “Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater”, 

published by the American Public Health Association and shall be determined at the control manhole provided, or upon suitable samples taken at said control manhole.  In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is connected.  Sampling shall be carried out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewage works and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb, and property.  Sampling methods, location, times, duration and frequencies are to be determined on an individual basis subject to approval by the City.
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J.  No statement contained in this Article shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or arrangement between the City and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the City for treatment, subject to payment therefore, by the industrial concern, in accordance with provision of this Ordinance and any supplemental agreements with the City.

K.
Each residential household, commercial complex, commercial business or industry shall pay to the City the established amount set forth by EPA User Charge System for the proper operation of the sewage treatment plant.  Any building which is privately owned, whether occupied or not, shall be subject to this payment.  Any established multi dwelling shall make payment in the amount established by the user charge system.  The payment shall be made unless the water service is discontinued and the service valve closed.
SECTION V - PROTECTION OF SEWAGE WORKS FROM DAMAGE

A.
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is a part of the sewage works.  Any person violating this provision shall be subject to immediate arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.

SECTION VI - WASTEWATER BACK-UPS

A.
All building drains which have backup problems shall have a back water valve installed at the owner’s expense and it shall be the owner’s responsibility to see that the backwater valve is kept clean and workable.  The City will assume no liability for any damages resulting from backup.

CHAPTER 3 - SEWER SERVICE CHARGES

SECTION I - PURPOSE AND INTENT

A.
The purpose and intent is to adopt a system of charges to assure that each recipient of waste treatment services will pay its proportionate share of (1) the costs of operation and maintenance, including replacement of items necessary to maintain the capacity and performance of the system during the service life of the treatment works, and (2) capital expenditures to finance the cost of the treatment facilities.
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SECTION II - DETERMINATION OF SEWER SERVICE CHARGES

A.
Basis for Sewer Service Charges: The sewer service charge for the use of and for service supplied by the wastewater facilities of the City shall consist of a basic user charge for operation and maintenance plus replacement, a debt retirement charge, and a surcharge, if applicable.

B.
Debt Retirement Cost for City’s Wastewater Conveyance and Treatment Facilities.  This shall be the amount of the annual interest and principal cost necessary to retire the bond(s), certificate of indebtedness, etc. issued to pay for the local share of projects required to upgrade or repair the wastewater treatment system.
The minimum debt retirement charge rate shall be computed by dividing the annual debt retirement cost, including principal and interest, of all outstanding loans by the estimated volume of wastewater to be discharged to the wastewater treatment system.

The estimated wastewater volume will be determined by water usage for the previous year, as recorded by water meters, less allowances for lawn sprinkling by domestic users and other metered water volumes that are not discharged to the wastewater treatment system.

C.
Operation and Maintenance Cost of City’s Wastewater Collection Conveyances, and Treatment Facilities.  This shall be the annual cost of operating and maintaining the City’s wastewater collection, conveyance, and treatment facilities, including an amount for replacement costs of equipment.

The user charge rate for operation and maintenance costs, including the replacement costs, shall be computed as follows:


(a) 
Estimate the projected annual revenue required to operate and maintain the wastewater facilities, including a replacement fund for the year, for all works categories.


(b) Estimate wastewater volume to be treated as in paragraph B of this Section.
 


(c)
Compute the minimum user charge rate for normal sewage by dividing the estimated annual revenue required (a) by the estimated wastewater volume to be treated (b).

The user charge rate shall be used for wastes having the following normal concentrations:


(a)
a five day, 20 degree centigrade (20º) biochemical oxygen demand (BOD5) of less than 250 mg/l.


(b)
A suspended solids (SS) content of less than 300 mg/l.

D.
Surcharge Costs for Sewage with Strength in Excess of Normal Sewage:  A surcharge will be levied to all users whose wastewaters exceed the maximum concentrations for BOD5 (250 mg/l) and SS (300 mg/l).
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The concentration of wastes used for computing surcharges shall be established by waste sampling.  Waste sampling shall be performed as often as may be deemed necessary by the City and shall be binding as a basis for surcharges.

The volume of wastes used for computing surcharges shall be established by water meter and/or sewage meter readings.

Surcharge rates for BOD5 and SS per mg/l per 1000 gallons shall be established on a periodic basis by the City Council by separate resolution.

E.
Measurement of Flow:  The volume of flow used for computing user charges, debt service charges, and surcharges shall be the metered water consumption read to the lowest even increments of 100 gallons.


(a)
Devices for measuring the volume of waste discharged may be required by the 


City if these volumes cannot otherwise be determined from the metered water consumption records.  Such metering devices for determining the volume of waste shall be installed, owned, and maintained by the person.  Following approval and installation, such meters may not be removed, unless service is cancelled, without the consent of the City.


(b)
In the event any lot, parcel of land, building or premises discharging sewage, water, or other liquids into the sanitary sewer system of the City either directly or indirectly, is supplied in whole or in part with water not obtained from the City, the Owner or occupant of such property shall cause to be installed within 60 days after the effective date of this ordinance, necessary metering equipment as approved by the City to measure the quantity of water pumped or used and the sewer service charges, shall be based on the quantity of water so measured.  Whenever the owner, lessee or occupant fails to install such metering equipment, or where it is impossible to measure the water consumed on any premises by a meter or meters, the City shall cause to be determined in such manner and by such methods as may be practicable, considering conditions and attendant circumstances in each case, the estimated volume of water from private sources which discharge into the sanitary sewer system of the City, and such estimate shall be used in lieu of the meter volume of water from private sources to determine the sewage service charges thereon and therefore.


(c)
If a substantial portion of the water utilized by any user is not discharged into the sewer system, the volume of such water shall be deducted in computing the sewer service charges provided a separate meter is installed to measure such volume.  The user desiring to install such separate meter shall make application and payment for the meter to the City and engage, at his own expense, a plumber to effect the necessary piping changes and install the couplings so the meter can be set.

(d)
Water used for cooling and condenser purposes which a user has a separate National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or State Disposal System Permit and which is discharged directly to storm sewers shall be excluded in 


computing sewer service charges provided such water is metered separately.  CONT.
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F.
Computation of Sewer Service Charges:  The sewer service charge for each billing period shall be computed by the following formula:


SSC = (DRR + OMR) (V) + (B-250) (SB) (V) + (S-300) (SS) (V)

Where:


SSC = Amount of Sewer Service Charge for the billing Period ($)


DRR = Debt Retirement Charge Rate ($/1000 gallons)


OMR = Operation & Maintenance, Including Replacement, Charge Rate 



        ($/1000 gallons)


V       = Wastewater Volume for The Billing Period (gallons)


SB     = Surcharge rate for BOD5 ($ per mg/l per 1000 gallons)


SS
    = Surcharge rate for Suspended Solids ($ per mg/l per 1000 gallons)


B       = BOD5 concentration for the waste (mg/l)


S
    = Suspended Solids concentration of the waste (mg/l)

In addition to the calculated sewer service charge, additional charges shall be billed as required on an individual basis for the following:


1.
Actual costs incurred for user requested samplings and analyses.


2.
Actual costs incurred for water meter inspection requested by the user or as required because of improper maintenance.


3.
Actual costs incurred for special handling not provided for elsewhere in this Ordinance.


4.
Actual costs for handling a user’s check returned because of insufficient funds.

(The following paragraph amended 1-8-2003)
In determining the sewer service charge for Domestic or Residential Users, the wastewater volume obtained from the meter readings for the first quarter of each year may be used as the basis for the computation of such sewer service charges for each billing period for that year.  For one to four family residential properties, the sewer service charge invoiced for the second, third, and fourth quarters of the year shall not exceed the sewer service charge for the first quarter of the year, based on the meter readings taken in December of the preceding year and March of the current year.  This provision does not apply to multi-family units where there are more than four family units in a building on a separate plot, or to residential uses combined with commercial uses.  This provision is intended to grant credit for lawn sprinkling where larger areas of lawn exist in relation to residential uses and water use does not add to sewer flow.  The City Council shall approve policies to correct errors or waive penalties and adjust bills where extraordinary circumstances exist.

The adequacy of the sewer service charge rates shall be reviewed annually by the City Clerk for the City in their annual audit report.  The sewer service charge rates shall be revised periodically by the City Council to reflect a change in debt service or a change in 
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operation and maintenance costs, including replacement costs.  Charge rates shall be fixed by the City Council by separate resolution.  The City Council may revise the charge rates at any time if necessary to provide adequate funds to accomplish the purposes of this ordinance.

SECTION III - BILLS, REVENUE, ACCOUNTS, & NOTICE OF RATES

A.
Purpose of Sewer Service Charge:  The sewer service charge will be levied and assessed for the purpose of (1) providing funds to meet the costs of operating and maintaining the City’s wastewater collection and conveyance system, wastewater treatment plant, and facilities connected therewith, (2) payment of capital charges represented by bond, certificates of indebtedness, or otherwise which may be issued to finance the cost of wastewater treatment system projects and (3) the payment of reasonable requirements for replacement and obsolescence thereof.

B.
Bills:  Each lot, parcel of land, building, or premise having any connection with the public sewer system of the City, or otherwise discharging sewage, water, or other liquids directly or indirectly into the public sewer system of the City shall be levied and assessed a quarterly sewer service charge.

The owner of the premises, the occupant thereof, and the user of the service shall be jointly and severally liable to pay for the service to such premises, and the service is furnished to the premises by the City only upon the condition that the owner of the premises, occupant, and user of the services are jointly and severally liable therefore to the City.

The City Clerk shall compute the amount due the City for sewer service charges and render a statement thereof to the Owner or occupant of any premises using the facilities.  All amounts due hereunder shall be payable at the office of the City Clerk or other designated locations.

The amounts due to the City for sewer service charges will be computed in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and statements will be rendered at the same time and on the same bill with the City water statement.  Sewer service statements are rendered under the same conditions as water billings and the items are not separable in payment.  If a property supplies its own water, a bill will be rendered for sewer services only.

Where public sewer is available and written notice has been served by first class mail notifying an owner to connect to the public sewer, the levying of sewer service charges may begin six (6) months from the date of the notice even though physical connection has not been made to the public sewer.  User charges for operation and maintenance of the system will not be levied; however, debt retirement charges will be levied.  The debt retirement charge will be established by the City Council on a case-by-case basis.
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C. Delinquent Bills:  All sewer bills are due and payable prior to the first day of the month following the date on which bills are sent.  Bills not paid by the due date shall be considered delinquent.  A penalty of ten (10) percent of the bill shall be added to all bills not paid by the due date.










If charges for sewer services are not paid within 30 days after the due date, such services shall be discontinued without further notice and shall not be reinstated until all claims are settled.

Nothing in this ordinance shall be held or construed as in any way stopping or interfering with the City’s right to levy as taxes against any premises affected, any delinquent or past due sewer service charges. Each and every sewer service charge levied by and pursuant to this ordinance is hereby made a lien upon the lot, land or premises serviced, and all such charges which are on October 1 of each year past due and delinquent shall be certified to the County Auditor as taxes on the real estate.

In addition, any charges by and pursuant to this ordinance, not paid and becoming delinquent may be recovered from the occupant of the premises served in a civil action by the City in any court of competent jurisdiction, if the City elects so to do.

D.
Revenue:  All moneys received from the sewer service charges herein established shall be deposited in the Sewage Fund of the City of Alden.  Three separate accounts shall be maintained in the Sewage Fund.  The separate accounts shall be for (1) operation and maintenance, (2) equipment replacement, and (3) debt service retirement.

All moneys shall be held by the City Clerk separate and apart from their private funds and separate and apart from all other funds of the City.

E.
Accounts:  The City Clerk shall establish a proper system of accounts and shall keep proper books, records, and accounts in which complete and correct entries shall be made of all transactions relative to the waste treatment system.

The City Clerk shall once each year provide to the City Council an internal audit report that will address specific areas of concern including the need to generate sufficient revenue through sewer service charges to cover operation and maintenance costs, including replacement costs, and debt retirement costs.

F.
Notice of Rates:  Once each year, the clerk shall send to each user in conjunction with the regular bill a list of the sewer service charge rates being utilized for operation and maintenance of the wastewater treatment system, debt service retirement, and BOD5 and SS surcharges, if applicable.
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CHAPTER 4 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1 - INTENT OF ORDINANCE

A.
It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere with any existing easements, covenants, deed restrictions, agreements, rules, regulations, ordinances or permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to law.  However, wherever this Ordinance imposes greater restrictions, the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern.

B.
In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be minimum requirements and shall be liberally construed in favor of the City and shall not be deemed a limitation or repeal of any other power granted by the statutes of the State of Minnesota.

SECTION II - POWERS AND AUTHORITY OF CITY REPRESENTATIVES

A.
Employees of the City and other authorized representatives of the City bearing proper credentials and identification shall be permitted to gain access to such properties as may be necessary for the purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, and testing, in accordance with provisions of these regulations.  Any person found to be violating any provisions of this Ordinance shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit shall be guilty of violation of the service contract and shall be summarily disconnected from the sanitary sewer and/or water service.  Such disconnection and reconnection would be at the total expense of the customer.

B.
Where acids and chemicals damaging to sewer lines or treatment processes are released to the sewer causing rapid deterioration of these structures or interfering with proper treatment of sewage, the City representative is authorized to immediately terminate services by such measures as are necessary to protect the facilities.

SECTION III - PENALTIES
A.
Any person, firm or corporation found to be violating any provision of this ordinance, except Section V of Chapter 2, shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.  The City may revoke any permit for sewage disposal as a result of any violation of any provision of this ordinance.
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B.
Any person, firm, or corporation who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500 for each violation.  Each day of each violation shall be deemed a separate offense.

C.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall become liable to the City for any expense, loss or damage occasioned by the City by reason of such violation.

SECTION IV - VALIDITY
A.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the City in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

B.
That if any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not effect any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION V - ORDINANCE IN FORCE

A.
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval and publication as provided by law.

Passed and adopted by the City Council of Alden, Minnesota this 11th day of May, 1983.

Motion by Newman; Seconded by Rasmussen; In Favor – Newman, Rasmussen, Hitchcock, Radtke; Opposed – none.








  
Ted Hitchcock









Mayor

Attest:

Avril L. Dulas


Clerk
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 118

1.
STREET OPENING PERMIT – The cost of a street opening permit from the city to be $30.00 for gravel; $50.00 for black top; $75.00 for concrete; $5.00 per square yard if opening is larger than 6 feet by 3 feet.






2. CONNECTION CHARGE - Anyone hooking into an existing sewer line shall be charged a hook-up fee based on the last sewer project charge* (Western Heights – 1978 of $1100.00 per lot). *Currently based on the 2007 Street & Utility Improvement Project – charge of $2950.00 per lot.

Amended this 13th day of July, 1983.









Ted Hitchcock









Mayor

Avril L. Dulas
Clerk
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 118, CHAPTER 3, SECTION II   DETERMINATION OF SEWER SERVICE CHARGES

The sewer service charge for each billing period shall be computed by the following formula:  Combine the Debt Retirement and Equipment Fund making it .16/1000 gallons, so that more monies could be put into the Equipment Replacement Fund.

Amended this 12th day of March, 1986.









Ted Hitchcock










Mayor

Avril L. Dulas
Clerk

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 118

IN THE CITY OF ALDEN, COUNTY OF FREEBORN, STATE OF MINNESOTA

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALDEN, MINNESOTA, THAT ORDINANCE 118 OF THE CITY OF ALDEN IS HEREBY AMENDED AND MODIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

Chapter 2, Section I is hereby modified as follows to add:
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E.
Every person owning improved real estate that discharges into the City’s sanitary sewer system shall allow the City of Alden employee(s) to inspect the buildings to confirm that there is no sump pump or other prohibited discharge into the sanitary sewer system.  Any person refusing to allow their property to be inspected shall immediately become subject to the surcharge hereinafter provided for.  Any property found to violate this Section shall make the necessary changes to comply with this Section and changes shall be verified by City of Alden employee(s).

F.
Any use of sump pumps by property owners in the City of Alden is strictly prohibited unless such use is specifically authorized and allowed as stated herein.    


1.
No sump pumps shall be allowed to place, deposit, or pump water into the Alden sanitary sewer system at any time unless the following conditions are met:

(a) NEW SUBDIVISIONS:  ALL CONSTRUCTION.  A sump pump and rigid pipe discharge connection to the outside shall be required for all construction in new subdivision when it is determined necessary by the City Engineer or his designate to protect sanitary sewer infiltration.  The Engineer or designate shall conduct his analysis and make his determination of soil conditions on a subdivision basis.  The sump pump and rigid pipe discharge requirement will apply to all units constructed within a specific subdivision.

(b) EXISTING SUBDIVISIONS:  NEW CONSTRUCTION.  Any new construction           in a subdivision platted prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall be examined by the City Engineer or his designate when the footing inspection is made.  At that time the City Engineer or his designate will determine, based upon excavated soils, whether the sump pump and rigid connection are required.  Should the building owner choose the option of installing a sump pump and rigid connection where they are not required, they shall be installed in accordance with 3(a) and 3(b) below.

(c) EXISTING SUBDIVISIONS, EXISTING CONSTRUCTIION.  Any existing construction in a subdivision platted prior to the effective date of this ordinance in which a sump and pump have been or will be installed, shall be required to install a rigid pipe connection discharge in accordance with 3(b) below.  It shall be unlawful to maintain any connection with the sanitary sewer carrying roof water, ground water, surface water or any other natural precipitation after the effective date of this ordinance.

(d) EXCEPTIONS.  In certain locations where surface storm water discharge would create a safety hazard during freezing weather, connection to the sanitary sewer may be maintained from October 15th to March 15th.  In no case, shall any connection to the sanitary sewer be maintained from March 15th to October 15th.  Exceptions will be granted by permit on a case-by-case basis as determined by the City Engineer or his designate.
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2.
All sump pumps shall comply with the following installation requirements:

(a) The building shall have a drain tile placed around the inside or outside perimeter of the foundation connected to a sump pit.  All baseboard seepage collection systems shall be discharged to the sump pit.

(b) A discharge pipe shall be installed to an outside wall of the building with rigid pipe (plastic, copper, galvanized or black pipe) one (1) inch inside diameter minimum.  The discharge pipe must have a check valve within one (1) foot of the floor grade and a union or other approved coupling for easy disconnection for repair or replacement.  The discharge shall extend at least three (3) feet outside of the foundation wall.   

(c) All pipe installation shall be with approved PVC piping.  All valves used and installed shall be capable of being sealed and unsealed by the Alden City Engineer or his designate. 

G.  Because surface storm water discharge will create a safety hazard during freezing weather, connection to the sanitary sewer may be maintained from October 15th to March 15th.  In no case shall any connection to the sanitary sewer be maintained from March 15th to October 15th.  The City Engineer of Alden, or his designate, shall be authorized to enter any and all premises wherein sump pumps are believed to be, or are, connected to the sanitary sewer system for purposes of disconnection or sealing on March 15th, and reconnecting or unsealing the sump pump valve on October 15th to comply with the discharge regulations herein.

Chapter 4, Section III - Penalties, is hereby amended to provide as follows:

D.
In addition to criminal violations as provided, the unauthorized use of a sump pump during the period of March 15th to October 15th shall constitute the basis for the City of Alden to levy on the landowner a civil penalty in the amount of $100.00 per day to be added to the water/sewer bill of the landowner, and, if not promptly paid, to be added to the tax levy on said property as otherwise provided in Chapter 3, Section III of this Ordinance.

These amendments to this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval and publication as provided by law.

Passed and adopted by the City Council of Alden, Minnesota, this 9th day of February, 1994.









Ted Hitchcock








Mayor

Attest:  

Donna J. Schmidt
Clerk
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 118, CHAPTER 3, SECTION II, F, 4

Paragraph 2 is deleted and the following is inserted in its stead:

In determining the sewer service charge for Domestic or Residential Users, the water volume obtained from the meter readings for each quarter of the year will be used as the basis for the computation of such sewer service charges for each billing period for that year.

The City Council shall approve policies to correct errors or waive penalties and adjust bills where extraordinary circumstances exist.

Passed and adopted by the City Council of Alden, Minnesota, this 8th day of January, 2003.












Richard L. Borge












Mayor

Attest:

Donna J. Schmidt

City Clerk
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