ORDINANCE NO. 138 
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHING, MAINTAINING, CONTROLLING AND OPERATING AND PRESERVING OF A WATER WORKS SYSTEM, AND SUPPLYING WATER FOR PUBLIC AND PRIVATE USE WITHIN THE CITY OF ALDEN, FREEBORN COUNTY, MINNESOTA AND TO PUNISH OFFENDERS AND VIOLATORS OF INJURY TO THE SAME

The City Council of Alden does ordain as follows:

Section 1.       The City has previously created in the City of Alden a water division which shall be operated under the general direction of the Water Superintendent.

Section 2.       The rules, regulations and water rate regulations hereinafter named shall be considered a part of the contract with every person, company or corporation supplied with water from the city water system and every such person, company or corporation by taking water, shall be considered to consent to be bound thereby and for the violation hereof or of the rules and orders adopted by the City Council, the water shall be cut off from the place of such violation, and shall not be turned on again except by order of the Water Superintendent on the payment of a set fee for shutting it off and turning it on, and in case of such violation, the Water Superintendent shall have the right to declare any payment made for the water by such person forfeited.

Section 3.       All persons whose property is served by, or connected with, the city water system shall pay quarterly for water running through one meter or used on one premises at a rate determined by the City Council.
These rates are subject to modification and change as the City Council deems necessary.

Section 4.        In the event the City shall disconnect water service, the minimum charge shall be proportionately reduced to take account of the period that the service is disconnected.


All water accounts shall be calculated and billed on the basis of meter readings, or “average” estimates if meter reading cannot be secured.


Quarterly bills shall be due on the date of billing and shall become delinquent 30 days after they are due.  There shall be a penalty of 10% on the total bill, including water, sewer and garbage.  Each bill shall show the final date payable in the net amount after which the gross amount shall be charged.
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To enforce the collection of delinquent bills, the water service in each case shall be disconnected if payment is not made after the rendering of a delinquent statement.  Water shut off under these conditions shall not again be turned on until the delinquent bill has been paid in full, together with a turn-on fee or reconnection fee.

If the water service has been disconnected at request of the owner, a fee shall be charged by the City as a turn-on fee.


Water bills are a lien against the property and the responsibility of the property owner and successive owners of the property.  Upon an owner’s request, the City will bill a tenant or leaseholder in care of the owner; however, such billing shall not lessen the responsibility of the owner for payment of the bill.  The City will split bills between owners or tenants and owners when such bill is already rendered.  Upon request with a transfer of ownership, the City will read the meter and render a bill for partial period.  Such billing shall not lessen the lien against the property for any unpaid water bill.  All bills are payable at the City Clerk’s office.  When water is turned on for a new building for construction purposes, a minimum water bill shall be submitted for like buildings in event a meter setting is impossible.  It shall be unlawful for a builder or owner to occupy a new building when the water is connected unless a new meter is installed to measure the use of water.

Section 5.  
All applications for the introduction of water into any premises or for the extension of any water pipe shall be made by the owner or by some duly authorized person in writing by said owner.  The application must state all the purposes for which water is required and the number and size of the taps.


The applicant must agree to be bound by such rules governing the use of water as may be in force now or hereafter.  Upon receipt of the properly filled out permit, accompanied by a street opening permit from the City, and payment to the City Clerk for the cost of a meter for the new service; the Building Inspector shall direct the Water Superintendent to oversee the installation of the new service line.  The property owner will pay for the street repairs, gravel, blacktopping, and concrete at the prevailing rate.  The property owner pays the cost of service from the curb stop to the residence.  Any abandoned water service must be capped and turned off
at the main.


Connection charge:  Anyone hooking into an existing water line shall be charged a hook-up fee based on the last water project charge; for example, the 2007 Street & Utility Improvement Project was $2950.00.  
ORDINANCE NO. 138 - continued

When service pipes are intended to supply two or more occupants, families or tenants, in any building, store, or apartment house, the application must be made by the owner or person controlling the same and who shall pay the water rent for all such occupants, families, or tenants.

Section 6.
On a new service or an increase in size of a service, a meter charge shall be made to cover the cost of the meter and handling.  This meter, when placed in service, shall be the property of the water utility and the water utility shall be responsible for maintenance and repair of the meter:  except that any installed meter allowed to freeze, or through which steam or hot water has run and it has damage thereby or any meter that is tampered with, physically damaged or mistreated in an installed service shall be repaired or replaced by the water utility and charged to the property served.  Such repair or replacement may be added to the water bill and, if delinquent, shall be collected in the same manner as delinquent water bills.  The water utility shall pay the cost of replacement of a water meter when such meter in service becomes uneconomical to repair due to normal wear and use.


Installation of auxiliary meters may be allowed to meter water being discharged to storm drainage facilities or to meter water to various tenants or uses within a building.  Such meters shall be owned, maintained, repaired and replaced if necessary by the property owner.  Only one billing will be made on a master meter, and the owner will be responsible for splitting any bills based on auxiliary meters.

All meters through which city water is supplied shall be installed by a plumber or qualified person in a frost free location, inside of the building in which such water is used and in such place as to be satisfactory to Water Superintendent.  Meters shall be in such location and condition as to be accessible for readings or repairs at all reasonable times.  Meters otherwise placed shall be subject to change or removal upon order of the Water Superintendent.


It shall be unlawful to tap any service pipe or fixture to take water between the water main and water meter.  It shall be unlawful to tamper with a meter in any manner whatsoever or to in any manner attempt to obtain city water without metering or to change the meter or recorded amount so as to obtain water without charge or by a lessened charge.  Except, the Water Superintendent may allow water use not in accordance with this section for city use, for maintenance and operation of the water and sewer utilities, for fire uses, and temporary or emergency use, or while repairs are being made to a tap or to the system.

ORDINANCE NO. 138 – continued

Section 7
The City is not liable for any deficiency or failure in the supply of water to customers, whether occasioned by shutting the water off for the purpose of making repairs or connections or by any other cause whatever.  In case of fire or alarm of fire, water may be shut off to ensure a supply for 

firefighting.  In making repairs or construction of new works, water may


be shut off at any time and kept off as long as may be necessary to  complete repairs or make temporary extensions in construction of new works.


No claims shall be made against the City of Alden by reason of the breaking of any main pipe, service pipe or cock or for any other interruption of the supply, or by reason of the breakage of, or stoppage for necessary repairs, and no deduction or allowance will be made for any time that private water pipes may be frozen.  It is unlawful for any person other than an authorized employee of the city utilities to turn on or shut off water at the stop box from the supply to the building except that a licensed plumber, with the authorization from the city utilities employee, may turn on or shut off water at the stop box when making repairs to a service line or for testing the pipes, and after finishing said test the water shall be promptly shut off.  Aside from water turned on for the purpose of such test, no water shall be turned into any service pipe except by the Water Superintendent or other duly authorized employee of the City.  All new service lines shall be shut off when completed with water turn-on or service to be started only by the Water Superintendent or other authorized employee of the City.  The initial cost of the water service line from the supply to any building is the responsibility of the person desiring the service installed.  After installation, the water department will maintain, repair and replace as necessary the line within public right-of-way to the stop box, the shutoff or curb stops and the stop box.  The Water Superintendent will locate boxes and adjust them to any change in grade.

No occupant or owner of any premises to which water is supplied will be allowed or permitted to supply water to other persons or families, or permit the same to be taken.  Any consumer violating this rule will be charged double the usual rate for each person or family so furnished with water and if extra charge is not paid upon demand, the water will be cut off from his premises.


Persons desiring to use city water from the system for temporary purpose shall make application to the Water Superintendent who may grant a permit for such purpose.  The person making application shall pay the expense of any necessary hookup, metering device, and personnel costs in 
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addition to the cost of the water used.  The person granted a permit shall
guard against the use of water by himself or others for any purpose other than that stated in the permit and failure to do so shall result in revocation of the permit.

The Water Superintendent, or such other person as may be directed by the Mayor, shall be authorized to enter and have free access to premises at all reasonable hours to ascertain the location or condition of all hydrants, pipes or other fixture attached to said works and in case he finds that water is wasted on account of negligence or for need of repairs, he shall serve written notice thereof on the owner or occupant, and if such water is not remedied within 24 hours thereafter, the water shall be cut off and shall not be turned on again until a reconnect fee has been paid to the City Clerk.
Section 8.
Along streets where mains are laid, service pipes will not be allowed to run from one lot to another, but must be taken from the mains in front of the premises or some point in the street adjacent to the same.


Every water service pipe must be laid in such manner as to prevent rupture by settlement.  The service pipe shall be placed not less than seven feet below the surface and in all cases so arranged as to prevent rupture and stoppage by freezing.  Frozen service pipes between the curb stop and the building shall be the responsibility of the owner.  Service pipes must extend from the curb stops to the inside of the building or if not taken into a building then to the hydrant or other fixtures which they are intended to supply.  A valve, the same size as the service pipe, shall be placed close to the inside wall of the building, ahead of the meter and well-protected from freezing.  Joints on copper tubing shall be flared or approved compression connections and kept to a minimum.  Not more than one joint shall be used for a service up to 70 feet in length.  All joints shall be left uncovered until inspected.  Minimum size connection with the water mains shall be three-fourths inch in diameter.

Street opening charges will be charged for water line repair.


Persons taking water must keep their service pipe and all fixtures connected therewith in good repair and protected from frost at their own expense and must prevent the wastage of water.  Water will not be turned on at any premises having wasteful or improper fittings.
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No hydrant, except public drinking fountains shall be placed within the limits of any street unless such hydrant is securely closed and protected against general use, and no drinking fountain shall be erected for public use, which has openings by which it can be a source of domestic supply.

No person will be allowed to put in hydrant sprinklers or private fireplugs, without a stop and waste cock.


No person, other than a city employee, shall take water from any fire hydrant, unless written permission is obtained in advance from the Water Superintendent.

Section 9.
The City Council hereby reserves the right to adopt and make such regulations as they may from time to time see fit to make governing the use of city water, and all persons using such water shall by such use consent to be bound and governed by such rules and regulations.  The adopting and filing of such regulations in the office of the City Clerk shall be, and herby declared to be, notice to all water patrons.

Section 10.
Repair and Maintenance of Water Lines.


At any time of repair of a waterline for a break, leak, or normal maintenance, the cost of repairs to the main line, corporation stop valve on the main, service line from the main to the curb stop valve, the curb stop valve, curb box and riser pipe shall be that of the City of Alden.


User expense:  The service line from curb stop valve into the house or other building.


It is the responsibility of the consumer or owner to maintain the water service pipe from the curb stop into the house or other building.  If any consumer or owner fails to repair any leak occurring in his service pipe within 24 hours after oral or written notice has been given to the owner or occupant of the premises, the water may be shut off and will not be turned on until a reconnection charge has been paid and the water service has been repaired.  When the waste of water is great or when damage is likely to result from the leak, the water shall be turned off if the repair is not begun immediately.

Wherever shared lines are discovered at a point after the main line, the

repair on the shared line shall be shared equally by all the shared users 

irrespective of the particular location of any leak, break, or repair.  
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During repair or maintenance of any shared line, the shared line will be 

separated, if practical, to provide one user per line from the main line.  Cost of installing the individual line shall be shared by all the previous shared users equally. 

Any unforeseen repairs, discovered as necessary during a scheduled or emergency repair, shall be completed and the cost assessed to the user, or users if a shared line, equally.

This Ordinance supersedes and replaces Ordinance 128, 102, 54, 20, in all respects.
This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage.

Introduced by councilperson Riebe.                            
Seconded by councilperson Wichmann.                    
Approve:  All                Not approve:  None

Date:  February 11, 2015
Jerry L. Reyerson








Mayor

Attest:

Donna J. Schmidt

City Clerk
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