ORDINANCE NO. 116

PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED

Subd. 1 Scope of Privilege

     Any physically handicapped person who displays prominently upon the vehicle parked by him or under his direction and for his use, the distinguishing certificate specified in this section shall be entitled to courtesy in the parking of the vehicle and be relieved of any liability with respect to parking except as provided in sections 169.32 and 169.34; provided that any municipal governing body may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or highway for the purpose of creating a fire lane, or to provide for the accommodation of heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours and the privileges extended to such handicapped persons shall not apply on streets or highways where and at such time parking is prohibited.  The certificate specified in this section shall also serve to identify vehicles properly parked in designated handicapped parking spaces as provided in section 169.364.

Subd. 2 Definitions

     For the purpose of this section physically handicapped means any person who has sustained an amputation or material disability of either or both arms or legs, or who has been otherwise disabled in any manner rendering it difficult and burdensome for him to walk.
    This subdivision shall be enforced in the same manner as parking ordinances of regulations are enforced in the governmental subdivision in which the violation occurs.  A handicapped person charged with violating subdivision 1 because he parked in a handicapped parking space without the required certificate or insignia shall not be convicted if he produces in court or prior to the court appearance the required certificate or insignia and demonstrates that he was entitled to the certificate or insignia at the time of arrest or tagging.
PARKING FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED:  PROHIBITONS:  PENALTIES 

Subd. 1
     No person shall park a motor vehicle in a parking space designated and reserved for the physically handicapped, on either private or public property, or exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless:

(a) That person is a physically handicapped person as defined in section 169.345, subd. 2, or the person is transporting such a physically handicapped person; and
(b) The vehicle visibly displays the certificate or license plate issued to physically handicapped persons or the certificate issued to persons transporting physically handicapped persons by the department of public safety pursuant to sections 169.345, subdivision 3, or 168.021 or if the vehicle visibly displays an equivalent certificate, insignia or license plate issued by another state or one of its political subdivisions.











CONTINUED

ORDINANCE NO. 116 – continued

Subd. 2

     Handicapped parking spaces shall be designated and identified by the posting of signs incorporating the international symbol of access in white on blue and indicating that the parking space is reserved for the handicapped with vehicles displaying the required license plates or insignia.  Spaces which have been clearly identified for handicapped parking by signs which are not in compliance with the design standards as set forth in this subdivision shall also be deemed designated and reserved for the physically handicapped for the purposes of this section.  A sign posted for the purpose of this section shall be visible from inside a vehicle parked in the space and shall be kept clear of snow or other obstructions which block its visibility.

Subd. 3

     Any person who violates the provisions of subdivision 1 is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than $15 nor more than $100.

This Ordinance becomes effective upon passage and publication.

 Approved by the City Council on May 11, 1983.  
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