
MINUTES OF THE ALDEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING – JULY 9, 2025   

The Regular meeting of the Alden City Council was called to order at 6:00 pm. Roll call was read. 

Members present were Ms. VanEngelenburg, Mr. Reindal, Mr. Wichmann, Ms. Pedersen, and Mayor 

Reyerson. City staff present were City Clerk-Treasurer Knutson, Fire Chief Thunstedt, Chief of Police 

Strom, and Public Works Superintendent Riedl. Others present were Brian Jacobs, Alex Burris, Mark 

Newman, Don Bryson, Paul Weigel, Kyle Ignaszewski, Sheila Burris, and Shirley Newman.  Kevin Reed 

arrived later in the meeting.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the minutes of June 11, 2025, regular 

council meeting as presented. Carried unanimously.   

Motion by Wichmann and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  

Carried unanimously.  

When reviewing the Hours Report, it was noted there was a lot of overtime last month which was due to a 

heavy rain event and Morin Lake Days preparation. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to 

approve the Hours report as presented. Carried unanimously. 

Fire Chief Thunstedt reported that the department had 0 fire calls, 1 mutual aid haz-mat call, 2 weather 

spotting calls, 1 service call, and 3 medical calls in the month of June. The county meeting was held in 

Glenville, where they were reminded to submit State Training reimbursement by July 8th. The city’s 

reimbursement was submitted on July 7th. The program was on the new instant reporting system being 

implemented by January 1st. It is a new version of the one currently being used. From the fire department 

standpoint, Morin Lake Days went well. They helped with parade setup, fireworks, water stations for the 

fun run, as well as being on hand for medical support if needed at the fun run. On June 16th, the 

department helped with pumping the sanitary sewer due to the large amount of rain that day. The city 

received over 7 inches, in just a few hours. They started at Scotte Lane and Morin Rd, and later moved to 

Scotte Lane and Mason Ave. They felt that helped the situation a little faster, as 2 systems go into that 

manhole, and will begin there if needed in the future. Medical Consortium training was held June 18th, 

where 13 members renewed CPR certification and training was done on the new LUCAS machine, which 

is now in service. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the fire report as 

presented. Carried unanimously.  

Public Works superintendent Reidl reported that the lead and copper sampling has been submitted, and no 

action is needed until November. Rounds and routine monitoring remain consistent, and workflows are 

being managed. The council asked that more details be given in the monthly report, and Ray will keep 

that in mind in the future. Discussion was had regarding the water main break, mowing around the city 

needing to be done weekly, maintenance on the Case tractor, and weeds around town. Council person 

Pedersen offered training to Riedl to help with supervisory and/or communication skills, if he would like. 

The snowplow needs some repairs, and Reindal recommended that we outsource that, since we don’t have 

time to work on it. Discussion was had regarding the water levels in the water tower. The level can be 

adjusted higher in the summer. Weeds need to be pulled by the beach, and an extra garbage can needs to 

be put at the beach. Ray will work on finding a spot to store the boat for the fire department. Motion by 

Wichmann and seconded by Pedersen to approve the Public Works report. Carried unanimously.  

Chief Strom reported that there were 19 calls for service in the month of June. Morin Lake Days went 

well. Everything went smoothly from his perspective. We had help from the Wells Police Department 

with the parade, and the Albert Lea Police Reserves helped with the parade and they also stayed through 

the fireworks and for part of the street dance. In July the state is coming for an audit to inspect the 

department records and evidence. The process for ordinance violations was discussed. Our policy is 

complaint based, so if a violation is observed, a complaint needs to be filed either in writing in the city 



office or through the county dispatch. Violations will then be investigated. People can also reach out to 

Glen directly while he is on duty. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the 

police report. Carried unanimously.  

Correspondence from the Morin Lake Days Committee. They sent a thank you to the city council, staff, 

and the fire department, thanking them for their help and support during the celebration.  

We received a call from K2 Towers asking if we would be interested in selling them the communication 

tower that is by NorthPark. They currently lease it but asked last year if we would be interested in selling 

it to them. The council declined this request at that time, but they are offering the same deal this year. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to deny the offer to purchase. Carried unanimously. 

Tiffany Flynn was on the agenda regarding her food truck, but she was not present at the meeting. There 

was discussion regarding our policies, licenses, etc. Deb, Nellie, and Kim will get together to put together 

rules and/or an ordinance to cover food trucks. 

A public hearing was held Tuesday July 8, to receive public input regarding rezoning 192 W. Washington 

from commercial to residential. Motion was made by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to 

deny the rezoning request. Carried unanimously.  

The sale of 350 Euclid Street was discussed. Our attorney reviewed the proposed purchase agreement and 

made a few recommendations to change. The council discussed and felt we should go with our attorney’s 

recommendations regarding a quit claim deed. Kim will reach out to Mr. Savelkoul.   

Resolution 2025.06 was brought forward to elect to have part time police officers for the City of Alden 

participate in the Police and Fire PERA group. Part time Police officers would normally default to the 

same plan that other employees participate in, but this resolution allows them to remain in the Police and 

Fire PERA. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by VanEngelenburg to adopt Resolution 2025-06 

Resolution Allowing Part time Police Officers to participate in the police and fire Retirement plan. 

Carried unanimously. 

Deb asked about Sick Time accumulating for Part time employee, Bill Guggisberg. He earns 1 hour for 

every 30 hours he works, as required by the MN ESST law. She also asked whether the football team had 

helped with any projects, and it was reported that they did help with cleanup around the lake.  

Heath brought up that there has been a request for an infant swing at NorthPark, as we don’t currently 

have one there. Nellie will work on that.  

Nellie stated that the project that Ray did to help with washout by a drain has worked well. It has not been 

washing out like it did.  

Jerry gave an update on the infrastructure project. We received an email from Ben at Bolten & Menk with 

comments from Rural Development regarding our grant application submitted in September of 2023. Ben 

will be working through the comments, and we will provide the info needed.  

Jerry spoke with the people involved in a project to help with the drainage on Powers Ave. during rain 

events. The county agreed to let us cut through the road, the school board was ok with our draining onto 

the school property, Jerry spoke with the property owner, and all are ok with the rough plan. We will 

work on getting final plans drawn up.  

Don Bryson started by thanking Alex Burris and Jim Thunstedt for their help with the Morin Lake Days 

Fun Run. He asked if the city would clean out the ditch near his property, so the debris does not plug the 

culvert, as there is no storm sewer on that part of Euclid. He also asked that when they use the street 

sweeper on that end of Euclid, if they would please get all the way to the end of the blacktop otherwise it 



leaves a row of soil next to the curb. He also asked if the city has sprayed mosquitoes this year and the 

answer was yes, we have sprayed several times. He also commented that the Morin Lake Days fireworks 

show this year was very good.  

A question was asked about whether the city has plans to patch the streets where water mains were broken 

recently. Mayor Reyerson reported that we will work on getting those patched but is unsure of the 

timeline.  

Fire Chief Thunstedt discussed the correct process for making calls regarding emergency issues like the 

rainstorm on June16th. A call should be placed to 911 or dispatch to get the call started, and they will 

dispatch the Fire Department. The city contacts during emergency events would be Ray or Jerry, and if 

they are not available, call council members. Communication is key to these types of issues and also 

checking in periodically to see how things are going and give direction. The manhole at Mason Ave and 

Scotte Lane seemed to have the best result, and would be a good starting point for future issues. During 

the June 16th storm, the water was pumped into the storm sewer, which goes to the field outside of town, 

not into the lake. Communication is important during these types of events.  

Discussion was had regarding emergency contacts, and who the residents should reach out to after hours. 

We will consider options, including an on-call cell phone. This will be considered and will be discussed 

again at the next meeting.  

Several residents brought up issues with discolored and smelly water. We have had issues with the water 

plant and will reach out to Bolten and Menk to see if we can get some help with these issues.   

Discussion was had on the condition of the Holway and Emerson Streets. There are getting to be some 

cracks that need to be resealed and possibly sealcoating. We should get a price quote and possibly get 

these streets repaired.  

Kevin Reed was present regarding the demolition of the Creamery. We will give him the phone number of 

the company that the city used to tear down 308 W. Main.   

Motion by Reindal and seconded by Pedersen to approve the bills and Electronic Fund Transfers. Bills 

presented for payment $138,195.51, EFT’s of $8,422.43, and Payroll of $15,157.68. Carried 

unanimously. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to adjourn at 7:20pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kim Knutson 

Clerk-Treasurer 


