MINUTES OF THE ALDEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING - JUNE 9, 2025

The Regular meeting of the Alden City Council was called to order at 6:00 pm. Roll call was read.
Members present were Ms. VanEngelenburg, Mr. Reindal, Mr. Wichmann, Ms. Pedersen, and Mayor
Reyerson. City staff present were City Clerk-Treasurer Knutson, Fire Chief Thunstedt, Chief of Police
Strom, and Public Works Superintendent Riedl. Others present were Tiffany Flynn and Brian Jacobs.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the minutes of May 14, 2025, regular
council meeting as presented. Carried unanimously. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by
Pedersen to approve the minutes of May 7, 2025, Special Council meeting. Carried Unanimously.

Motion by Pedersen and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.
Carried unanimously.

Discussion was had regarding when overtime is paid out vs. comp time. We bank hours as comp time
until they reach 40 hours banked, then the hours are paid out. Since Ray has been the only Public Works
employee until recently, there has been enough overtime to pay him out every week. Hopefully that will
slow down now that we are fully staffed. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to approve the
Hours report as presented. Carried unanimously.

Fire Chief Thunstedt reported that the department had 1 false fire call, 1 grass fire, 2 MVA, 1 mutual aid
MVA, 7 medical calls, and 7 mutual aid medical calls in the month of May. The county meeting was held
in Hartland. There were only 6 departments in attendance, so no business was conducted. 3 members of
the Alden Fire Department helped with the Lakeview Elementary School Color Fun Run, helping to spray
water on the kids so the color would stick to them. The department put flags at the cemetery for Memorial
Day, recognizing those who have served in the department. Training on the new truck is under way. They
are doing the pump training in small groups, and the new truck will be showcased at Morin Lake Day.
The equipment has been moved to the new truck, so it is now officially in service. The Fire Department is
helping set up and tear down the parade route signs for Morin Lake Days, they will be in the parade, they
will be present during the Fireworks for safety, and Sunday they will be hosting Water Wars with other
area departments. The Alden Fire Department received a $10,000 donation from the LeVerne Carlson
Foundation for the purchase of a LUCAS machine, and they are now ready to move forward with the
purchase. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Pedersen to allow the department to use the funds
for the purchase of the LUCAS machine. Carried unanimously. They also applied for a MN Energy grant
to be used towards the purchase of new SCBA bottles. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by
Reindal to approve the fire report as presented. Carried unanimously.

Public Works Superintendent Reidl reported that the discharge of the sewer ponds has been completed for
the season. The city is required to do another round of testing 20 houses for lead and copper. We only had
10 of the 20 state approved households return their samples, and 7 of those samples were rejected due to
the lab not receiving them within the required timeframe. VanEngelenburg and Pedersen volunteered to
help reach out to the residents to get the 17 samples needed. They are planning to mow next week on
Wednesday to prepare for Morin Lake Days. All other issues are being taken care of as they arise. Scott is
learning the processes, and things are going well. Issues with yellow and/or rusty water have come up,
and that is a result of higher water usage in town like training on the new fire truck, lawn watering, and
filling of pools. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Pedersen to approve the Public Works
report. Carried unanimously.



Chief of Police Strom reported there were 26 calls for service and/or meetings in the month of May. The
Police Department received a grant from the LeVerne Carlson Foundation for Project Safe School
Response. There was a hit and run in Alden on Wednesday morning, and that investigation will be
handled by Chief Strom. There was a discussion on status of ordinance violations. Glen was on duty over
the weekend when there was a baseball game in town, and he mentioned that it would be good if more
staff knew where to find supplies like paper towels, toilet paper, etc., to help when the public works staff
can’t. It was also discussed that Glen will be around during Morin Lake Days, helping where he is
needed. Motion by Pedersen and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Police Report as presented.
Carried Unanimously.

The MN State Demographic Center sent the annual population and household estimates, which was
reviewed by the council. The population estimate was 556, and the household estimate was 257. No
change was recommended by the council.

Brandon Farris from the AC Football team contacted Heath and they are planning to help clean up around
the lake and any other projects that the city may need help with.

Tiffany Flynn was present to discuss setting up a food truck in the city. There was much discussion
regarding ordinances and other issues. The council will find the answers to her questions, and also if there
is any additional insurance needed by the city.

The residents at 275 S. Broadway asked via email to have the special assessments that have been added to
their property taxes removed, and then they would make payments to the city directly. They were not at
the meeting to discuss it with the council, so it was decided that the assessments would remain on their
property taxes. Motion by Reindal and seconded by Wichmann to leave the assessments applied to the
property taxes. Carried unanimously.

The sale of 350 Euclid was discussed. The purchaser declined to cover the city's legal fees for our
attorney to review the agreement prepared by their attorney. The council had previously asserted that no
expenses related to the property sale would be incurred by the city. Therefore, if the purchaser does not
agree to pay the legal fees, we will not proceed with the sale of the property.

A petition was filed to rezone the Mayo Clinic Building from commercial to residential. The potential
buyer’s plan is to renovate the building into 2 apartments. A public hearing was set for July 8 at 6:00pm
to receive input on the topic. Notices will be posted outside the city office, outside city hall, at the post
office, and at the bank, as well as mailed directly to the residents owning property within 350 feet of the
property in question.

Discussion was had regarding the HSA, HRA, ICHRA, and health insurance stipend options. After some
discussion about the options, a motion by Pedersen and seconded by Wichmann to pay all employees a
$325.00 per month medical stipend. Carried unanimously.

An issue was discovered with the set-up for the water and sewer billing to the school. The sewer usage
charges were reversed on the school’s two meters, and this caused underbilling for sewer use. Kim called
to discuss with Janet, and a letter will be sent to them explaining the issue. We won’t go back and
calculate past charges since this was our mistake. It will only affect the bills going forward.

A list of the things the Morin Lake Days committee needs from the city for the weekend was reviewed.
Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to close Water Street Friday from 4:00pm to
9:00pm and Saturday 4:00pm to 8:30pm, and also close the alley by the beach all day on Saturday for
Morin Lake Days. Carried unanimously.

Jerry spoke with Scott Wolff from Wolff and Sons about tearing down the house at 308 W. Main Street.
He can do the whole thing from start to finish for $18,000. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by



Pedersen to approve the contract with Wolff and Sons for demolition of 308 W. Main Street. Carried
unanimously.

Heath will talk to the property owner of the Creamery about getting that building torn down. He will give
him the contractor’s information that will be tearing the city’s property down.

We received an email from an attorney who is assisting Southern MN Education Consortium and Dave &
Rhonda Linn in a property transaction to split and combine parcels. Motion by Reindal and seconded by
VanEngelenburg to approve the real estate transaction. Carried unanimously.

Brian Jacobs was in attendance to ask about current or future assessments to the property at 324 W. Main
Street. He is interested in purchasing. The council reported that the previously planned assessments were
dismissed due to legal questions. Brian also mentioned that he mowed the grass at 324 W. Main Street
and the Creamery, so all the properties on W. Main Street with long grass issues have been mowed.

The resident at 225 Powers Ave has been having issues with her floor drain. It was recommended that she
call a plumber, as the issue sounds like it would be on her side of the sewer lines.

The City has received donations from the following:

LeVerne W. Carlson Foundation — donations to the Fire Department, Police Department, Alden
Cemetery, and Morin Lake Days Fireworks. We also received and paid out donations to
the Carlston Cemetery, the Alden Museum, Boy Scouts, and the Alden Lions club.

Lowell & Annette Bruns — donation to the MLD Fireworks

Allen & Donna Schmidt — donation to the cemetery in memory of Bill Johnson

Motion by Pedersen and seconded by Reindal to approve the bills and Electronic Fund Transfers. Bills
presented for payment $40,397.33, EFT’s of $7,057.86, and Payroll of $12,443.17. Carried unanimously.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to adjourn at 7:33pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Knutson
Clerk-Treasurer



