MINUTES OF THE ALDEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING — MAY 14, 2025

The Regular meeting of the Alden City Council was called to order at 6:00 pm. Roll call was read.
Members present were Ms. VanEngelenburg, Mr. Reindal, Mr. Wichmann, and Mayor Reyerson. Ms.
Pedersen was absent. City staff present were City Clerk-Treasurer Knutson, Fire Chief Thunstedt, Chief
of Police Strom, and Public Works Superintendent Riedl. Others present were Ben Rosal from Bolton and
Menk, and Mary Chicos.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve the minutes of April 9, 2025, regular
council meeting as presented. Carried unanimously.

Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Carried
unanimously.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the Hours report as presented. Carried
unanimously.

Fire Chief Thunstedt reported that the department had 1 false fire call, 1 assistance call for storm spotting,
and 5 medical calls in the month of April. There was no county meeting in the month of April, but 5
members of the department attended a Sky warn weather training held at the Albert Lea Fire Department.
The new fire truck has been delivered. Equipment needs to be moved to the new truck, and we are waiting
for a few updates before it is put into service. They have also received some training in operating the truck
and will receive more. Discussion was had on keeping the old pump truck for the time being, as long as
there is room at the station. They will monitor how often they use the old truck and determine in the
future if it is worth keeping or if they should sell it. Medical consortium training was held April 16, Jim
has reached out to Sarah Nelson regarding insurance on the new truck. Motion by VanEngelenburg and
seconded by Reindal to approve the fire report as presented. Carried unanimously.

Public Works Superintendent Reidl reported that City Wide Clean-up Day went well. There was good
participation, and we used 4 large dumpsters and 1 smaller one. The draining of pond 3 is complete, and
we will start the process over to be completed by the first week of June. Seasonal equipment has been
serviced and is ready for mowing, with one mower needing a little more work. Aeration and thin ice signs
have been removed for the season. 20 locate requests have been done for Freeborn Mower, as they are
replacing utility poles. Freeborn Mower has been moving all our brackets from the old poles to the new
ones as they replace the poles. All fire hydrants have been flushed, and Rural Water will be coming to
repair a couple that are leaking. An inspection of the city’s wells was completed, and everything is
operating fine. Thein Well recommends service of the wells every 5-7 years, and we are due to have them
serviced. Day-to-day operations are continuing. Reindal asked about the water tank at the cemetery
needing to be filled. The fire department usually does this and will take care of it. A resident on Powers
called the city office regarding the water being discolored on Sunday and Monday, but it is better now.
The hydrants were recently flushed, which drained the water tower a couple of times which may have
been the cause. There were also adjustments to the Phosphate made, so hopefully this took care of the
issue. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Public Works report.
Carried unanimously.

Chief of Police Strom reported there were 16 calls for service and/or meetings in the month of April. He
purchased a camera for surveillance at the burn pile. It requires a monthly service fee and will send
pictures to his work cell phone. Once Ray is able, he will build a box to protect the camera, and it will be
installed. Strom met with the school to go over emergency response procedures and how to contact him in
non-emergency situations. The discussion about a School Resource Officer has been put on hold for now



due to financial obligations at this time. He applied for a mini-grant through Harbor Freight. He received
a scholarship to pay for some of his recent training. The remaining funds of a grant to purchase equipment
for emergency response for the school were used to purchase a flashlight and scope. There was about
$500-$1000 in purchases over the grant amount. He also addressed the privacy set up of the current
office. He has a plan and an estimate to purchase a desk and a room divider to be set up in the back part of
the office, along with a safe for evidence. This would allow for privacy when needed to process and
secure evidence, and is a requirement of the POST board. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal
to approve the purchase of the partition, desk and safe for the police department. Carried unanimously.
Discussion was had regarding pursuing a grant to help pay the majority of the expense of installing an
electronic crosswalk for Highway 109 near the school. He will also check with MN DOT to see if this
would be allowed, and what the process would be. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal
to approve the Police Report as presented. Carried Unanimously.

There were no updates from the committee on Morin Lake Days. Kim will get a list of what the
committee needs from the city, since the public works employees have not worked through the celebration
weekend before. The Fire Department requested the closure of Water Street for their Water Wars on
Sunday, June 22" from 8:00am — 4:00pm. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to allow
the Fire Department to close Water Street as requested. Carried unanimously.

Tiffany Flynn was on the agenda to request permission to set up a food truck in Alden on a regular basis.
She called and asked to be moved to the June meeting instead of this month to better prepare her plans.

The city received a purchase agreement from Kim Soost regarding the property of 350 Euclid St. The
purchase agreement stated that the purchaser would pay closing costs except for the attorney fees incurred
by the city. The council’s position was that the city would not incur any fees regarding the sale of the
property. We will ask that the purchaser agree to pay the city attorney fees.

The agreed upon deadline for the clean-up of 171 Powers Ave. is Thursday, May 15%. The council will
continue to pursue the issue.

Ben Rosal from Bolton & Menk was present to update the council on the various projects. Our project
with Rural Development is now second on the list for review. We should receive the comments from RD
in June, which will give us an idea of what else is needed to move forward with the project. The county is
willing to hold off on the road project on Powers and E. Main St, until we hear back on the RD grant. The
city did receive a Storm Water Planning grant to help us plan upgrades to the storm sewer system. This
will help us to come up with a plan for the drainage issues on Powers and Morin Road/Scotte Lane. There
are grants available for the state to pay for the city to replace the lead or galvanized lines on resident’s
properties, going from the house to the curb stop. If anyone in the city has lead or galvanized lines, they
should contact the city, and we can work with Bolton & Menk on replacement grants.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to offer the Public Works Maintenance position to
Joel Scott Myrick. Carried, with Wichmann abstaining from the vote, as he was not at the interviews.
Myrick will start at $23.69, and his starting date will be May 27™. He will help prior to that, as his time
allows and will keep track of his hours.

A Deposit Policy was presented during the audit presentation last month. Motion by Reindal and
seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the policy. Carried Unanimously.

Health insurance was again discussed. Discussion was regarding paying every employee a medical
stipend of $325. This would be taxable income for the employees. A suggestion was brought up to instead
have the city contribute to an HSA for each employee. Kim will check into this. Motion was made by
Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to reimburse Ray $325 per month for 3 months of health insurance.
Carried unanimously. This would cover his insurance receipts from Feb 24 — May 1. Hopefully, there will
be information at the next meeting on the HSA plans.



Mary Chicos was present on behalf of the Alden Legion to request that the city allow for outdoor seating
in front of the Legion. They will rope off the area and will not interfere with foot traffic on the sidewalk.
The council agreed that it would be allowed.

The residents at 234 Morin Road submitted a Construction Authorization Form to the City to put up a
fence in their backyard. This fence was previously approved by the city council in June of 2020 with a
height variance. The current plan does not include a variance, so this construction authorization is
approved.

A resident called the city office, potentially interested in purchasing the Mayo Clinic building to make
into a residence. This property is zoned commercial, and he was wondering what the process would be to
change the zoning to residential. This would be complicated, due to the church next door. It will be
addressed in the future if he does decide to purchase the property.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the bills and Electronic Fund Transfers.
Bills presented for payment $33,639.22, EFT’s of $7,699.94, and Payroll of $14,147.98. Carried
unanimously.

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to adjourn at 7:21 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Knutson
Clerk-Treasurer



