
MINUTES OF THE ALDEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING – May 13, 2026   

The Regular meeting of the Alden City Council was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor Reyerson. 

Members present were Ms. VanEngelenburg, Mr. Reindal, Mr. Wichmann, Mr. Opseth, and Mayor 

Reyerson. City staff present were City Clerk Knutson and Public Works Superintendent Myrick. Others 

present were Ben Rosol from Bolton & Menk, Travis Reichl, Ann Bryson, Alex Burris, and Paul Weigel.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.  

The Oath of Office was administered to new Council Member Opseth by clerk Knutson. 

The meeting was opened with a Public Hearing regarding proposed Ordinance 2026-01 Granting 

Minnesota Energy Resources, a subsidiary of WEC Energy Group, a Wisconsin corporation, its 

successors and assigns, a natural gas franchise and the authority to construct, operate, maintain, and 

extend a natural gas distribution plant and system, and granting the right to use the streets, alleys, and 

other public places within the present or future corporate limits of the City of Alden, MN. Mayor 

Reyerson called for questions or comments from the public three times, and there were none. Motion by 

Wichmann and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve Ordinance 2026-01. Motion carried 

unanimously. Motion by Opseth and seconded by Reindal to close the public hearing at 6:05. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve the minutes of the April 8 regular 

council meeting. Carried unanimously.  

Motion by Reindal and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 

Carried unanimously.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve the hours report as presented. Carried 

unanimously.  

Fire Chief Thunstedt was not at the meeting but submitted a written report stating that there were no fire 

calls, 1 missing person search, 1 weather spotting event, and 2 medical calls in the month of April. The 

county meeting took place in Clarks Grove, where the program was electric and hybrid vehicles. 

Thunstedt and Weigel attended the South-Central Regional fire meeting in Walters on April 21st. The 

department brought a fire truck to the A-C school’s vehicle fair in April. The LeVerne Carlson 

Foundation awarded the department a $10,000 donation for the grass rig skid unit. The department 

received $500 from SE EMS to reimburse for supplies purchased. Consortium training was held on April 

15th. Some members of the department attended the Sky Warn training held at ALFD on April 28th. The 

fire department plans to help with Morin Lake Days as they did in the past by setting up parade lineup 

unit numbers, posting no parking signs around the lake, and being present during the fireworks. They also 

requested the closure of Water Street on Sunday, June 21st for Water Wars. Motion by Reindal and 

seconded by VanEngelenburg to allow the closure of Water Street on Sunday, June 21st. Carried 

unanimously. Mayor Reyerson asked if there are openings in the Fire Department and Paul Weigel stated 

that there are. Applications can be requested from any member of the department or can be picked up at 

the city office.  Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to approve the Fire Report. Carried 

unanimously.  

Public Works Superintendent Myrick reported that the Christmas Lights are down, and mowing has 

begun. The city staff brought the street sweeper, police car, dump truck and tractor to the preschool 

vehicle fair. MDH was here and noted that our backflow prevention valve needs to be inspected yearly, 

and Scott will have Ron’s plumbing come out to inspect that. Chemical testing was good. Water is turned 

on for the school irrigation systems. Scott reached out to get quotes to fill potholes on Northstar Road and 

for chip sealing. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Reindal to hire Bargen to fix potholes on 

Northstar Road. Carried unanimously. We will still need to get quotes for chip sealing and road patching. 



We received a communication from the Albert Lea Public Library wanting to do a “Story walk” around 

Alden. There would be signs placed in order for parents and children to read a story along a walking path. 

Scott and Kim will work with the library on setting this up. Discharge at the ponds is complete. Ron’s 

Plumbing will be here at the end of the month to fix the ventilation at the lift station, and the generator has 

been repaired. Midwest Pump Works quotes were received for repairs to both lift station pumps. Motion 

by Reindal and seconded by Opseth to approve both quotes from Midwest Pump Works and have the 

repairs done. Carried unanimously. We have a list of 27 manhole covers and water shut offs for Olson 

Excavating to repair. Repairs will need to be made to several fire hydrants around town. Motion by 

VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the Public Works report. Carried unanimously. We 

will be getting ready to do the next round of lead testing in the next couple of weeks.  

Travis Reichl, Public Works Director for Hayward, attended the meeting to offer assistance with water 

and wastewater licensing requirements following Bill’s retirement. For now, the current licensing 

arrangement will remain in place, and Travis will come to Alden once a week in June to help meet those 

requirements, as approved by the MPCA. Scott is scheduled to take his wastewater licensing exam in 

June. The council will revisit the matter later to determine whether Bill is interested in returning or 

whether Travis would be willing to take over until Scott obtains all required licenses. 

Ann Bryson was here from the Morin Lake Days committee. She proposed that they put up banners for 

the country’s 250th birthday on the city light poles, replacing the City of Alden ones which need to be 

replaced. The council agreed that would be nice on the decorative poles downtown. Ann will take care of 

that, and coordinate with Public Works. She also reported that they will be using the big electrical wire 

spools as fence posts for the street dance areas, and is looking for a place to store them after Morin Lake 

Days is over. The council will allow them to be stored at the burn pile at the ponds. Security is set up for 

the street dance. She requested help with barricades and signs again this year, and also extra garbage cans 

around town. She would like to store the canoe paddles and life jackets in the beach house area again, 

working with the flower watering group to make sure there is room for their equipment as well.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve Resolution 2026-08 to approve 

Summary Publication of Ordinance 2026-01 Granting a Natural Gas Franchise to Minnesota Energy 

Resources. Carried Unanimously. 

SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE 2026-01 

CITY OF ALDEN, MINNESOTA 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A NATURAL GAS FRANCHISE TO MINNESOTA ENERGY 

RESOURCES 

The City Council of the City of Alden, Minnesota, adopted an ordinance granting Minnesota Energy Resources, 

a subsidiary of WEC Energy Group, a non-exclusive franchise to construct, operate, maintain, and extend a 

natural gas distribution system within the City’s public streets, right-of-way, and public places. The franchise 

authorizes the company to provide natural gas services to residents, businesses, and areas within the City limits 

and includes all necessary infrastructure such as mains, pipes, conduits, and related facilities. 

The ordinance becomes effective upon final passage and approval by the City and acceptance by Minnesota 

Energy Resources in accordance with the ordinance terms. 

A full copy of the ordinance is available for public inspection at the Alden City Clerk’s Office during regular 

business hours. It may also be found on the city’s website at www.aldenmn.com. 

The 2026 Fee schedule was updated and adopted at the January 2026 council meeting, but according to 

our ordinance it needed to be adopted by Resolution. Motion by Wichmann and seconded by Opseth to 

approve Resolution 2026-07 Authorizing the adoption of the 2026 Fee Schedule. Carried unanimously. 

The entire fee schedule is available on the city’s website or can be obtained in the city office. A full copy 

of the Resolution may also be obtained in the city office.  



Ben Rosol from Bolton & Menk was here to update the council on various projects. MN Department of 

Health has selected Alden for their pilot potholing project to help identify the material for the public side 

of the water main. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to move forward with the 

potholing project. Carried unanimously. Plans were presented regarding the Lead Service Replacement 

project on the private side of the water main. This is 100% grant from the meter to the curb stop, and 

Alden has approximately 13 residences to be included in the project. Replacement from the curb stop to 

the main will also be included in the project, which will be paid for as a loan to the city, which is eligible 

for forgiveness. The hope is to do this project this summer. Motion made by Reindal and seconded by 

Opseth for Bolton & Menk to move forward with the Lead Service Line Replacement project and to go 

out for bids. Carried unanimously. An update was given on the Rural Development Grant project. There is 

not as much funding for big projects as in the past, so we will check into scaling the project down to fix 

those areas that have a higher need. The main discussion was around the water main on Euclid behind the 

school and N. Powers, due to the county’s plans for a project on that road, but there may be other areas.  

The city was out of compliance with the Pay Equity Report submitted this year. The salary scale was 

adjusted so that the job categories with similar points have the ability to be paid the same, and after 

submitting the new pay scale approved at last meeting, we are now back in compliance.   

The candidate for the Chief of Police position has withdrawn his application. We will repost the job 

opening in the Alden Advance, the Albert Lea Tribune, the Freeborn County Shopper, and on the POST 

Board.  

There are no updates on property issues we have been following.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve Knutson’s vacation for June 11 – 16. 

Motion Carried.  

The audit should be complete and ready to be presented at the June meeting. 

The city office received a call that a company will be in Alden this summer selling educational materials 

door to door. They inquired about permits to sell, and were told the city does not have permits for this, but 

to please stop into the office when they are in town to check in.  

There was a brief discussion on the app textmygov.com. We are not interested in this app due to the cost, 

but Ben Rosol mentioned that there may be something comparable available with the GIS locating app 

that we already subscribe to. We will check into that.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve the bills and Electronic Fund 

Transfers. Bills presented for payment $54,915.77, EFTs of $6,382.17, and Payroll of $10.553.63. Carried 

unanimously. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Opseth to adjourn at 7:45. Carried unanimously.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kim Knutson 

Clerk-Treasurer 


