
MINUTES OF THE ALDEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING – April 9, 2025   

The Regular meeting of the Alden City Council was called to order at 6:02 pm. Roll call was read. 

Members present were Ms. VanEngelenburg, Mr. Reindal, Mr. Wichmann, Ms. Pederson, and Mayor 

Reyerson. City staff present were City Clerk-Treasurer Knutson, Fire Chief Thunstedt, and 

Superintendent Riedl. Others present were County commissioner Craig Poppenhagen from Clifton Larson 

Allen, Mary Chicos, Ann Bryson, and Shirley Newman. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Pedersen to approve the minutes of March 12, 2025, regular 

council meeting as presented. Carried unanimously.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Pedersen to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  

Carried unanimously.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Pedersen to approve the Hours report as presented. Carried 

unanimously. 

Fire Chief Thunstedt reported that the department had 0 fire calls, 1 MVA, and 3 medical calls in the 

month of March. The county meeting was held in Geneva. The training dollar allotment is now available 

to submit, so Jim will take care of that. There will be a Sky Warning training for severe weather spotting 

on April 21st and some from the AFD will attend. A request for funds has been submitted to the LeVerne 

Carlson Foundation. Jim has reached out for quotes from several vendors for the LUCAS Chest 

Compression System. He was only able to get a quote directly from the company, as he couldn’t find a 

vendor that carries them. The cost for this machine should be covered by the Taylor Family Farms Grant, 

the Alden Area Community Foundation, and the LeVerne Carlson Foundation. The fire department sold 

their old extrication equipment to the Conger Fire Department for $2500. The truck upgrades are moving 

along, and they are thinking it may be ready in a month or so. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded 

by Reindal to approve the fire report as presented. Carried unanimously.  

The new truck will be paid for with the $100,000 that is currently in the Rolling Stock fund, the fire 

protection levy for 2025, and the remaining $25,000 will be borrowed from the general fund and replaced 

when we receive the levy for fire protection in 2026.  

Public Works Superintendent Riedl reported that all paperwork for water and sewer is complete an up to 

date. They will be working on getting the 20 houses for testing the next round of lead and copper testing. 

They have started discharging the ponds. He is getting mowing equipment ready for the summer. He has 

reviewed equipment in the storage shed that may not be in use anymore. He will make a list for the 

council, and we will consider declaring as excess equipment so it can be sold to the public. We can then 

use those funds to purchase newer equipment that would be more useful to the city. Motion by Wichmann 

and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the Public Works report as presented. Carried unanimously. 

Police Chief Strom was not present at this month’s meeting due to prescheduled training. His written 

report lists 15 calls for service and other various contacts he made during the month. He explains how he 

is trying to work with residents in the city to help with cleaning up refuse and junk vehicles in the yards 

and educating people on how to either dispose of the vehicles or bring them into compliance. A letter will 

be going out to 171 Powers reminding them of their deadline to have excess vehicles removed. He is 

working on educating the community about the ordinances for golf carts, UTV’s and ATV’s. He has also 

initiated a search for grant funding for school resource officers’ hiring, training and equipping. Motion by 

VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to approve the Police Report as written. Carried Unanimously. 

The only Correspondence was information on an upcoming League of MN Cities conference in Duluth.   



Mary Chicos was present on behalf of the Alden Legion to request renewal of their liquor license. The 

paperwork has been filed, and the background check is in process. There was a discussion about the 

possibility of having outdoor seating for the summer. Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement regulations and 

city ordinances were discussed. The Legion will decide if they would like to come up with a plan for 

outdoor seating and will come back to the council for approval if they decide to do it. Motion by Pedersen 

and seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the liquor license renewal for the American Legion, 

pending successful outcome of the background check. Carried unanimously.  

Ann Bryson was present on behalf of the Morin Lake Days Committee. Morin Lake Days will be June 

20th – 22nd. There are many activities planned. They will need permits for the street dance, parade, and the 

fireworks, which Kim is working on. We will borrow signs and barricades from Albert Lea to block off 

the streets for the parade. The City of Alden staff will need to pick those up the week of the event. They 

have planned for the Alden Police Department, the Albert Lea Police Reserves, and a Wells Police Officer 

to help with the detour for the parade.  The street dance will be by the lake, and there will be a need for 

extra trash cans and recycling receptacles around town, especially by the beach and in the bank parking 

lot area. They asked that the beach bathrooms stay open until 12:30 Saturday night. She also asked if the 

City would be willing to again donate $1,200 towards the celebration. Motion by Wichmann and 

seconded by VanEngelenburg to approve the dates for Morin Lake Days as June 20th – 22nd. Carried 

unanimously. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Reindal to donate $1200 for the Morin Lake 

Days Celebration. Carried unanimously.  

The issue with the city lots was discussed. The council has decided we will keep the covenants in place 

for now, and if we still are having issues selling the lots in 3-4 years, we will reconsider.    

Craig Popenhagen from Clifton Larson and Allen presented the city’s audit to the council. Everything 

went smoothly this year. He discussed Assigned Fund Balances with the council. Assigned Balances are 

discretionary and can be reassigned by the clerk. Committed (or Designated) Fund Balances are similar 

but come from a council directive and are still discretionary. These are basically a way to show taxpayers 

that there is a planned use for the funds, we are not just building fund balances for no reason. Restricted 

Fund balances are for a specific purpose, and cannot be redirected. This would be used in the case of Debt 

Service Funds. The Construction Fund is the remaining balance from the 2017 Bond issue. The Bond 

documents say that this needs to be moved to the Debt Service Fund. Craig will pose the question to the 

State Auditor as to whether or not we can use this to pay down Debt or roll the balance over to a new 

project, such as our infrastructure or a stormwater project. Motion by Reindal and seconded by 

VanEngelenburg to approve the audit as presented. Carried unanimously.   

The city held a closed meeting April 2nd at 6:00 for the purpose of employee reviews. The meeting was 

called to order at 6:04 and concluded at 6:50. The discussion was regarding the issues we have had in the 

past and how to move forward with new employees. 

Discussion was had regarding the resignation of Alex Burris. The resignation was verbal, so there is 

nothing in writing. The personnel policy was checked to see what our policy is regarding resignation with 

no notice. He is eligible to be paid for all comp time and accrued vacation, but may not be eligible for re-

employment.  

We will hire for the Maintenance Worker Position. Ads will be run on Indeed, the Alden Advance, Albert 

Lea Tribune, Freeborn County Shopper, and the South Central News. We will also place an ad on the 

League of MN Website. The deadline for applications will be April 30th.  

Employee raises were discussed. Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to give Kim a 

step and cost of living raise and to give Ray and Glen a cost of living raise. Carried unanimously.   

The joint powers committee of Jerry, Heath, Alan Berg, and Jay Guanella met at 5:30, before the city 

council meeting. There are two trees that are overhanging the softball field fence. The school would like 



permission to have them either trimmed or cut down. The school will reimburse the city for the cost. We 

will ask for the school to submit a proposal for approval.  

Nellie spoke with the people at SMEC to see if they would be willing to help with picking up sticks 

around the lake, cemetery, and NorthPark. The will let us know if this is something they are able to do.  

There was a discussion about a divot near the sidewalk around the lake. Ray and Jerry will take a look at 

it. Heath asked about the flowerpots around the lake. Nellie will get the volunteers lined up again this 

year. There was also a discussion about a bunch of rocks that are on the sidewalk by the bank/church 

parking lot. We are not sure where they come from, but Ray will go ahead and get them cleaned up. The 

lawn mowing is lined up for the cemetery this year.  

Mary Chicos wanted to thank the person who helped out with clearing the snow from the sidewalks 

downtown. It was very much appreciated.  

Christopher Cannistraci was present at the meeting to notify us that he had a skateboard stolen again from 

his property.  

Motion by VanEngelenburg and seconded by Wichmann to approve the bills and Electronic Fund 

Transfers. Bills presented for payment $185,305.24, EFT’s of $9,476.38, and Payroll of $13,295.19. 

Carried unanimously. 

Motion by Wichmann to adjourn at 7:45 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kim Knutson 

Clerk-Treasurer 


